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Water Changes What You Need to Know! 
When we say water change we mean when you remove a certain amount of water from your 
pond and than completely replace it! This is different than when you top off your water because 
when you are topping off  you are just adding and diluting; comparative to a water change where 
you are  actually removing and completely replacing water! For smaller ponds you want to do a 
10% water change once a week and for larger ponds you want about a 5% water change weekly! 
Don’t worry it doesn’t need to be precisely 5% or 10% just around that number but sure to not 
take out too much water!  The only time you want to do a big water change 

that is more than 5%-10% is when there are 
ammonia spikes in your water! Otherwise 
you can severely stress out your Koi which 
could potentially lead to their death. 
Also, just like Koi’s feeding habits,  the water 
change schedule will also need to change in 
the winter! You actually should not do water 
changes once your water has reached below 
46°F.  There are two reasons for this, the first 
reason being during the winter your fish 
hang out in the bottom layer of water  

because the warmest water falls to the bottom of your pond. Doing a water change would mess 
up the natural temperature of the water and cause stress for your fish. The second reason is, 
during this time, Koi fish are in a dormant state, and their immune systems (along with other 
basic body functions) are basically running at a lower "performance rate" to conserve their en-
ergy. Any and all tolerances to stress, or change the Koi would normally have are significantly 
lessened. Disturbing Koi in any way while they are like this can lead to serious consequences for 
the Koi's health.  

Also last but certainly not least ALWAYS put Dechlorinator in your water BEFORE adding new 
water!  
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KHV also known as  
Koi Herpesvirus  

What you need to know and how to detect it 

KHV is a virus that attacks Koi fish and other variations of carpe fish. 
There is no cure for this disease as of yet. But koi fish can still fully  
recover from this disease so knowing the signs and immediate  
treatment is very important!  
Here are signs you need to look for: 
 Lesions on the gills (this is the most common sign)  
 Gills appearing to have red or white blotches or gills appearing  

detached or rotten.  
 Lethargic behavior, hanging out near the top of the water.  
 Sunken eyes  
 Sometimes infected Koi will have bleeding gills or pale spots on 

their bodies. 
 
Heat therapy is the only known way to treat KHV and you must iso-
late and treat the infected fish immediately. 
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Product of the Month: 
AquaMeds Armor 

ARMOR is an excellent product to use if the 
“Slime Coat” of your fish has been damaged 
caused by abrasions from rocks, netting, in-
jecting or breeding activity. 

ARMOR helps protect the “Slime Coat” by 
forming a synthetic slime coat until the fish is 
able to rebuild its own. 

ARMOR’S unique formula restores the dam-
aged “Slime Coat” with a natural double 
“Slime Coat” protection. 

ARMOR’S fast acting protective coating with 
vitamin E promotes the healing of damaged 
scales, skin, fins and reduces stress. 

• ARMOR does not hinder fish’s gills or 
breathing 

• ARMOR should be used anytime the 
fish are being handled 

• ARMOR removes chlorine, chlora-
mines and heavy metals 

• Not for fish intended for human con-
sumption 
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